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longer be disturbed by a constant snccession of unnecessary
and wasteful wars."

The same message was sent to the American minister at
Bogota on November 6, 1903. Within a few weeks all the
so-called " great powers" of the earth, following the lead
of the United States, formally recognized the independence
of the Eepublic of Panama, and by the 1st of March fol-
lowing practically all the governments of the world except
Colombia had recognized it.

The news of the revolution had scarcely reached Colombia
before its government began to confess judgment on its
conduct toward the Hay-Herran treaty. On November 6,
1903, the American Minister at Bogota sent a cable mes-
sage to Secretary Hay containing an offer from General
Eeyes to reassemble the Colombian Congress and ratify the
treaty as signed, or to approve it by government decree,
provided the United States Government would uphold Co-
lombia by declaring martial law and suppressing the rev-
olution on the Isthmus.

The charge of " conspiracy" between the American Gov-
ernment and the revolutionists in Panama was made as
soon as the news of the revolution was published. "Writ-
ing to Dr. Albert Shaw on November 6, 1903, the President
said in regard to it:

"I did not foment the revolution on the Isthmus, as you
know from my previous correspondence with you. It is
idle folly to speak of there having been a conspiracy with
us. The people of the Isthmus are a unit for the canal,
and in favor of separation from the Colombians. The lat-
ter signed their death warrant when they acted in such
infamous manner about the signing of the treaty. Unless
Congress overrides me, which I do not think probable,
Colombia's grip on Panama is gone forever."

Writing to Lawrence Abbott on November 12, 1903, the
President adduced positive proof that he was not even an-
ticipating a revolt: